OF THE 


'& An Account of t 


4s 


-Eords and Commons, 


1n the Parliament-Houſe, upon their firſt Convention ; With the 


ſeveral Debates and Speeches relating thereunto. 


TFT 1 Veſdzy being the 224. of this Inſtant Fenxary, and 
the time appointed for the Afeering of the Convention, 
rhe Members, accordingly /EleCted, met at the Parl:- 
ament- Houſe at Weſtminſter ; Whore, after the uſual 
- Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of the Houſe were over, the Mem- 
bers accordingly took their places ; and Mr. Powle being choſen 
Speaker, made this ſmall Harrangue to the Hesſe. 

Gentlemen, The Diitracted conditions of theſe Kingdoms, 
being now left without a Head or King, requires a ſpecdy 
and double Care frem the Repreſentatives in this Houſe : And 
ſince there are few hcre but muſt of neceſſiry know the Cala- 
miries that attend alarge and popuious Nation, under no cer- 


rain form of Government, The great Enormitics, as Rapes, 


Murthers, Robberies, Devaſtations, and Private Pillages, that 
are very uſual and common in ſuch Caſes; every Man's pri- 
vate litcreit, beſides the care of his Native Country, (a Duty 
Incumbent upon you al!) muſt be ſufficient Motives, Eur 


one thing I am Commanded (by His Highneſs the Prince of 


Orarge ) to put you in mind of, viz. The preſent Condition 
of the Protefa;ts in Treland, whoare now in a depiorable Con- 
dition, ſo vaſt an Army of Papiſts being in aftual Arms in that 
Kingdom, aid all Sworn Sacramentally Enemies, not only to 
the Proteſtant Keligion, but alſo tothe Crown of England, that 
unlefs'ſome ſpeedy Care be taken for their Relief, they will 
not only undergo a general Maſlacre, but alſo that Kingdom 
will be lnevirably loft to this Crown, I amallo commanded to 
; Put you in mind of the Growth of France, 'and rhe alþiring 
Hopes of their Turbulent Monarch, who, we know, 18 not on- 
ty an Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion, but allo a Sworn Foe to 
the Crown of Englazd: We therefore ought to be in ſuch a 
condition, not only to Defend our ſelves againſt tie utmoſt 
of his Force, but alſo be able to give kim ſo Powerful a Diver- 
fion in his own Country, that our former Conqueſts in France 
may be remembered, and tlie Provinces formerly belonging to 
the Crown of Englaxd recover'd, | 

This Specch was received with a general ſatisfaction of the 
Houſe; and a Worthy Getitlemanvf the ſame,made this Reply. 


Mr. Speaker, We cannot beſufficiently Thankful ro Almigh- 
.y God, whoſe Providence, Per varias caſts, per tor diſcrimma 
Kerwws, has brought us all to this Place, and once more put us 
in a condition of ſhaking off the Tyrannick Yoke of Romes 1n- 
| ſutferable Bondage under whici we began to Grean ; and to 
which we had been perpetual Slaves, ('a miſerable condition 
for Engle/p-Men ) had not the ſpcedy Succours of His Royal 
Highneſsrhe Prince of Orange comie jult in the Nick and pre- 
vented it; and, indeed, in a ſmall time Contounded the redi- 
ous Toyls, and incefſant Labor of the Papa! Chair and its Ad- 
herents.,, And as for the Condition and State of Ireland, and 
Growth of the French Monarch, 1 hope we ſhall take that 
Care, that we 82ay be in &- Capacity of keeping our Own, 
and ftop the Pragzcls, A Qrarglcur of, ouy Enemy the F rench 
King, But the firſtthing we muſt conclude on, is, A ſuitable 
Return to His Royal Highneſs the Ptince of Orange, for the 
great Care and Hazzard he has undergone for our Prefervati- 
on, andother Things will follow in courſe, 
This being the general Opinion of the Honſe, a Committee 
was' choſen out to- preſent the Thanks of the Houſe to the 
Prince, and ſo-endct the buſineſs of that Day. 


His Highneſs the Prince of Orange Fiis Letter to the 
Lords Sprritual and Temporal Ajﬀſembled at Weſtmin- 
ſter n his preſent Convention, January 224, 1688, \ 
My Lords, | 


| pertorm what was deſired from me, in order to the. 
Publick Peace and ſafety ; and I donot know that any thing ' 


hath been omitted which might rend to the Preſervation; - 
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Have endeavoured, to the uttmoſt- of my Power, to 


'. 


of them; ſince rhe Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs was put into. * 


my Hands: It now lieth upon you to lay the Foundations 


of a firm ſecurity tor your Religion, your Laws, and your _ + 


Liberties. 


I do not doubr, but thar by ſuch a Full and Free Re: -- 


preſentative of the Nation, as is now met, the Ends of my 
Declaration. will be attained : And fince it hath pleaſed 
God liitherto to bleſs my good Intentions with fo great 
Succels, "I ruſt in him , that he will compleat his own 


Work, by ſending a Spirit of Peace and Union to influence. 


vour Councils, that no interruption may Þe given to an 
| A 


happy+ and laiting Settlement. _ oo 
The Dangerous Conditfon of the. Proteſtant Intereſt in 


 Jrelana, requiring a. large and ſpeedy Succour, and the 


Prefent State of Things abroad ,. oblige me to tell you, 
Thar next to the Danger of unfcaſonable Diviſions amongſt 


. Your ſelves, Notliing can'be fo Fatal as too great Delay in 


your Conſultations : The Stzt-s, by whom I have been en- 
abled to reſcue this Nation, may ſuddenly feel rhe ill Effetts, 
of it, both by being too long deprived of the Service of their 
Troops, which are now here, and of your early Afﬀfiitance a- 
gaint a Powerful Enemy, who hath declared War againſt 
them: And as Erg/and is by Treaty already engaged to help 
them upon any ſuch Exigencies, ſo I 4m confident that their 
cheatful Concurrence to preſerve this Kingdom with ſo much. 
Hazard to themſelves, will meet with all the Returns of 
Friendſhip and Affiſtance, which may be expected from you, 
as Proteſtaats and Engliſhmen, when ever their Condtcion 
ſhall require it, 


Given at St. Jame's this 224 day of January, 1688. 


To th» Lords Spiritual aud Tem- 
poral, aſſembled at Weſtmin- 
ſer #1 this preſent Convention. ' 


vl. H, DP. & Orange 


Au ORDER of the Lords Spiritual and Temnoral and 


Commons, Aſſembled at Weſtminſter in this Preſent 
Convention, for a Publick T haukſriving, 


RDERED, By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and _ 


Commons, That Therſday the 3 1. of Zanuary Inſtant, 
be and is hereby appqinged for the City of Zoydon and Ten 
Miles diftance, for a Day of Publick Thankſgiving to Al-, 
mighty God, for having made his Highneſs -the Prince of 
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Orange, the Glorious Inſtrument of” the Great Deliverance + 


of this Kingdom from Popery and Arbitrary Power. And 


k- 


that Tharſday the Fourteenth Day of February next, beand is .* 


hereby Appointed: for a/Publick Thankfgiving throughout the 
whole Kingdom for the:ſame. Fs wo 
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